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Army Data Distribution System (ADDS)–JTIDS/MIDS

UNITED STATES ARMY
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Production, Fielding/Deployment,
and Operational Support

WEAPON SYSTEMS 2000

MISSION
Provide an interoperable joint and allied Link-16 tactical digital
data link with air, ground, surface, and subsurface platforms;
enhance multiservice/North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) interoperability and situational awareness; support
Army air and missile defense engagement operations at division,
corps, and theater levels.

DESCRIPTION AND SPECIFICATIONS
The Joint Tactical Information Distribution System
(JTIDS)/Multifunctional Information Distribution System
(MIDS) (LINK-16) is the Department of Defense’s primary tac-
tical data link. JTIDS Class 2M and MIDS Low Volume
Terminal (LVT) 2 are two generations of the Army’s solution
for LINK-16 (Tadil-J) connectivity. JTIDS and MIDS utilize
time division, multiple access, and frequency hopping with for-
ward error detection and correction. It provides the Tadil-J link
for the near-real-time distribution of air and missile tracks, and
nets air defense control centers for the control and engagement
of air and missile defense operations. JTIDS Class 2M terminals
are in full-rate production and are being fielded to Army air and
missile defense platforms. The more affordable follow-on,
MIDS LVT(2) is under Navy-led, multinational development
and will fulfill the Army’s Link-16 requirements in FY00 and
beyond.

FOREIGN COUNTERPART
Link-16 is a joint and multi-national system that will be inter-
operable with NATO units.

FOREIGN MILITARY SALES
Link-16: Netherlands Air Force procured two JTIDS Class 2M
Terminals in FY96; German Air Force procured three JTIDS
Class 2M Terminals in FY98. Two planning cases are in process
for the Hellenic Air Force and Japanese Air Self Defense Force
to support PATRIOT.

PROGRAM STATUS
Link-16:

4QFY99-1QFY00 Completed MIDS development test
and limited user test.

PROJECTED ACTIVITIES
FY00 Continue production/fielding of JTIDS Class 2M termi-
nals to Army air and missile defense platforms until the transi-
tion to MIDS LVT(2) occurs. MIDS low-rate initial production
decision/award.
FY01 MIDS program milestone III.
2QFY02 MIDS LVT(2) initial operational test and evaluation.
3QFY02 Full-rate production decision for the LVT(2).

PRIME CONTRACTORS
Link-16-JTIDS: Marconi Aerospace (Wayne, NJ)
Link-16-MIDS: Engineering Development Models: MIDSCO
(Fairfield, NJ), consisting of BAE Systems (USA), Thomson-
CSF (France), MID (Italy), DASA (Germany), INDRA (Spain)

* See appendix for list of subcontractors
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